
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 11 (Part 2) 
Matthew 11:7-15 - Jesus’ Comments On Significance of John 
 
Though we only have a few recorded instances of his life and ministry, John was a very significant figure in redemptive history.  Jesus 
acknowledges that people were not drawn to John because of his appearance or charm but because he was a prophet that God was 
powerfully working through. After the exchange with John’s disciples about John’s doubts, Jesus declares to his audience how great 
John was. John’s doubts had not disqualified or diminished him. 
 
John was serving a specific prophetic purpose prophesied in Malachi 3 & 4, the final chapters of the Old Testament: 
 

Malachi 3:1 - Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will 
suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming," says the LORD of 
hosts. 

 
Malachi 4:5-6 - "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD. 6 
"He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not 
come and smite the land with a curse." 

 
John’s ministry purpose was to “prepare” the people for the coming of the Messiah, primarily through the announcement of repentance. 
He is serving in a role prophesied by Malachi that an “Elijah” like figure would come. While some Jews believed that Elijah would 
literally come before the coming of the Messiah, but Jesus affirms the view that John’s role was like Elijah’s. 
 
And yet, Jesus uses this opportunity to emphasize that even how great John was, the “least” in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
John. Jesus’ emphasis is that the greatest calling or role is not to be great in this age, but to enter and live in the age to 
come.  Think about that! 
 
v. 12 - there is opposition to the kingdom’s move.  John is in prison by Herod. The religious leaders are (and will) scheme to arrest and 
eventually kill Jesus.  
 
v. 13 - Something new is happening in the ministry of John and Jesus but yet it is connected to the prophets of the Old Testament. 
 
Matthew 11:16-19 - Jesus’ Commentary On This Generation 
 
Jesus says a few things about the current generation. First, they are like children. Second, they are unsatisfied children looking to 
be stimulated. Third, they are calling out to other unsatisfied children asking for them to do the work for them. When these children 
get what they were looking for, it didn’t do the trick and now they remain unsatisfied. 
 
Contextually, John and Jesus’ ministries were very different. John was in the wilderness, isolated and kind of odd and Jesus was among 
the people, interacting and feasting.  Both of their ministries were very different, opposite styles in many respects, and yet the 
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generation of people seeing them first hand don’t like either! They criticized both rather than accepting them and recognizing God’s 
spirit fueling both. 
 
Matthew 11:20-24 - Jesus denounces cities 
 
Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum were all Galilean cities in which most of Jesus’ miracles were performed. They saw great power but 
did not respond to Jesus’ message. Perhaps, considering the context of the cultural statement just preceding this, even these “good 
Jewish cities” were also unwilling to accept the very thing they their souls were looking for because it didn’t fit with their 
expectations and corrupted desires. 
 
In a stunning rebuke, Jesus lists three pagan cities (Tyre, Sidon and Sodom), each notorious for their evil and sin as places that 
would have repented had his miracles been performed there! The Jewish cities did not repent when they heard the gospel - perhaps it 
wasn’t their evil that was preventing them, but their “goodness”, their lack of recognition that they too needed saving.  
 
Matthew 11:25-28 - Jesus’ invitation 
 
Beautifully placed at the end of this critical commentary by Jesus, we have the great invitation from the Christ. Jesus prays and 
thanks his Father for he has opened this kingdom invitation to. The “wise/intelligent” of this world can’t see it, but the “infants” do. 
 
This isn’t the way the world works, but it is the way God has chosen to do things - and it’s his prerogative to do it that way! It is 
only through Jesus Christ that man and women can be saved.  God is the only one that satisfies and fulfills, not to mention the one 
who forgives and redeems, and the only way for people to get to God in this day is through his son, Jesus (v. 27). 
 
And to the weary world, Jesus says “come to me…” 
 
We learn some pretty important things in this section. Let’s review and consider 
 
1 - You can be the greatest prophet the world has ever known, but that is nothing compared to being in God’s kingdom. Make your aim 
to live for God’s coming kingdom and minimize any drive to be great or known in this life. 
 
2 - Our culture is empty, searching and never satisfied. Always looking for the new thing that will fill their hearts with peace or 
love or satisfaction. The offerings of this world are limited at best in their ability to fill the longings of the human soul. The world 
is working overtime to find something other than God to give them meaning and purpose. This is important to know, even as Christians, 
so we do not get pulled in to the strong cultural rip currents all around us. 
 
3 - We should not trust in our goodness or think that we do not need saving. It’s foolish to compare ourselves to others or some 
artificial standard. Everyone needs salvation!  And the only way to be saved is to come to Jesus - not hearing about him or seeing his 
miraculous power, but surrendering our lives to his leading and learning from him how to live the right way.  Jesus is where life and 
rest and peace and love is found, why look anywhere else? 
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